Valencia Middle School - Peer to Mentor
Valencia Middle School General Class Ham Radio Operators Become Mentors to Peers

Valencia Middle School is buzzing with more than just the usual academic chatter.

Thanks to a growing interest in amateur radio, several students whorecently earned their
General Class licenses are now taking on an exciting new role: mentors totheir peers.

Over the past year, the school’'s ham radio club has blossomed into a hub of learning,
leadership, and communication. A number of students successfully upgraded from
Technician to General Class licenses, unlocking new frequencies and privileges on the
amateur radio spectrum. But instead of stopping there, these young radio operators have
turned their enthusiasm into mentorship.

"It's common now for a General Class student to bring their friends into the radio club," said
the club advisor and teacher, Mr. Kennedy, himself a longtime ham operator. "They guide
interested students, help them prepare for their Technician exams, and even walk them
through their first contacts on the air."

This peer-led model is working wonders. The club has seen a surge in new interest as
students bring in classmates who are curious about amateur radio. And the mentoring doesn’t
stop with studying—experienced students are helping newcomers get hands-on experience
with radios, antennas, and on-air etiquette. It's not unusual to hear a General Class student
coaching a friend through their very first QSO (radio conversation), patiently explaining radio
lingo and logging procedures.

What's more, many of these General Class operators aren’t stopping at their current level. A
significant number have already set their sights on the highest level of amateur radio
licensing, the Amateur Extra Class. Several students are planning to take their Extra exams
this May, aiming to master the most advanced rules and access the entire amateur HF
spectrum.

“l want to be able to talk to more people around the world,” said 7th grader Logan D., who's
been helping new students learn antenna theory. “And | want to help others do the same.”

The club’s success is a testament to student initiative and a school culture that supports
curiosity, exploration, and peer leadership. Amateur radio, once seen as a niche hobby, is
proving to be apowerful educational tool—building skills in electronics, communication,
geography, and public service. As more students pass their exams and “get on the air,” the
spirit of amateur radio at Valencia Middle School continues to grow. And with experienced
student mentors leading the way, thenext wave of young operators is already tuning in.
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