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Newsletter

Well Shoot. I missed it! 

Pictures from Good Friday event. 

THANKS to everyone who sends photos and provides articles. 

The Last Meeting

UPCOMING  DATES

Every Saturday 
9-12 Breakfast club at 

club house. 

First and Third Saturday 9-12
Builder’s club at Club house

Bring a breakfast! 

Every Wednesday 
8pm Weekly Net

Every Thursday 
7:30pm ARES net  

4th Saturday 10-12
ARES Group 

VE TESTING
VE testing is conducted

monthly the 2nd Saturday
at the VCARA Clubhouse

See our website for Important
Info on this process.

Next Meeting 
Be Prepared

 May – Voting for new 
president? Field Day 
Planning. (Month ahead of 
our normal schedule to due 
speaker availability) 

UPCOMING MEETINGS

June – Field Day

July - Bill Mader Discussion about Field Day and Operating 
Techniques

The new president will need help with arranging meetings and 
speakers. IF you have any ideas – please share. 



Valencia Middle School Students Earn Amateur Radio 
Licenses

On Thursday, April 11, 2025, seven students from Valencia Middle School 
demonstrated their hard work and growing technical skills by successfully 
passing their amateur radio licensing exams. Three students earned their 
Technician licenses, officially joining the ranks of licensed amateur radio 
operators, while four others—who had previously earned their Technician 
licenses earlier this school year—successfully passed the more advanced 
General class exam, upgrading their operating privileges.

This most recent testing session brings the total number of Valencia Middle School students who have 
earned amateur radio licenses during the 2024–2025 school year to 14. In addition, five of those students 
have now advanced to the General class level, a significant achievement that allows for greater access to 
amateur radio frequencies and expanded operating capabilities. These milestones are a testament to the 
students' enthusiasm for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) and their 
commitment to exploring real-world applications of communication technology.

A key figure in the program’s success is Mr. Kennedy, a science teacher at Valencia Middle School and a 
licensed amateur radio operator himself, with the callsign KJ5AEV. Mr. Kennedy has been instrumental in 
organizing the program, preparing students for the exams, and integrating amateur radio into the school’s 
curriculum. Thanks to his leadership and dedication, amateur radio is now offered as an elective class, 
giving even more students the opportunity to explore this exciting field in a structured, hands-on learning 
environment.

In December 2024, the school proudly received its own radio club callsign, KJ5DZQ, issued by the FCC. 
This official callsign has given the students a sense of identity and pride, and it allows them to participate 
in real-world radio communication under the school’s banner. The formation of the club has also opened 
doors to activities like contacting operators across the globe, participating in contests, and learning about 
emergency communication protocols.

These accomplishments were made possible through the support of grants from META (Facebook) and the 
ARRL Teachers Institute, both of which helped fund resources and equipment for the school's amateur 
radio program. Central to the program’s success has been the strong partnership between Valencia Middle
School and the Valencia County Amateur Radio Association (VCARA). Members of VCARA have played a 
vital role in making the program a reality—securing funding, building the school’s amateur radio station, 
mentoring students throughout their studies, and serving as volunteer examiners during FCC testing 
sessions.

This collaboration has not only provided students with hands-on learning opportunities but also fostered a 
lasting interest in science, electronics, and communication. It exemplifies the power of community 
involvement in education and the impact of exposing students to new and exciting fields.

The Valencia County Amateur Radio Association extends heartfelt thanks to all who have contributed their 
time, expertise, and support to the amateur radio program. With continued partnership, passion, and the 
guidance of dedicated educators like Mr. Kennedy, the future looks bright for the next generation of young 
radio operators.

.CONGRATS TO THE NEW HAMS! 





Wednesday Night Net
* See our website for net 
running protocol*

Apr 23 – Charlie, NM5CL
Apr 30 – Greg, KG5OCW

May 07 – Al, W5ACW
May 14 – John, K8JWS
May 21 – Earl, KB5UEW
May 28 – Nick, KI5MFF

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

April   Birthdays  

Davis, Rick
Duffy, James
Gillespie, Christine
Moore, Patrick
Gillespie, Christopher
Hartline, Van
Locke, Liz
Maes, Francisco

INFORMATION

 Website:
http://kc5our.com/wordpress/

Facebook:
Valencia County Amateur Radio 
Association

Dues may be paid by PayPal 
nm5cl@att.net
Enter: “Membership Dues 
Payment”

Main repeater
145.430 Mhz,

Valencia Middle School 
repeater 
 443.425 Mhz

**************

Contact Us

President:  John Schaaf, 
Vice President: John Haney, KE0TVT
Secretary:  Chris Schaaf
Treasurer:  Charlie NM5CL
President Former: Earl Cox 
Newsletter Editor: Ginger Eldridge, KC5MTI apoemge@q.com 
Chris Gillespie: VCARA ARES committee chair, ARRL DEC for Valencia 
County New Mexico, W5YI Contact VE for Valencia County NM
505-450-7447  csgillespie@msn.com.

ABOUT OUR CLUB

http://kc5our.com/wordpress/
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