
President’s Column 
 

Cliff , VCARA President 

 

Here it is almost Labor Day. The dog days of summer are past and we’re heading into fall 

though from the day-time temperatures you wouldn’t know it. It’s been a quiet summer 

with some of us gone on vacations and trips and others busy with garden and other 

activities. Margette and I were gone for several weeks and had an enjoyable time visiting 

children and numerous grandchildren. One more trip in September to see an ageing 

mother, who by the way at 94 just renewed her general class ham license. My parents 

were both hams, getting into the hobby in their late 70s and having to learn the Morse 

Code in the process. I guess we’re never too old for ham radio. 

 

On the Club agenda are the following, hopefully to be accomplished sometime this fall or 

early winter. We need to get the tower and Yagi installed. The general consensus of those 

discussing the project during several recent Saturday morning gatherings at the clubhouse 

is that we should probably install it on the ground near the southwest corner of our 

building. We tried to inspect what type of roof construction exists on the building but 

could not crawl far enough in the maze of bracing and conduits to get a good view. We 

also thought of putting it near the entry door but decided the challenges of providing a 

good ground were daunting and how to mount a bracket near the top of the building to 

support the tower presented a new set of challenges we were not able to solve. 

 

Another item is how should the Club integrate with or support our County ARES 

organization. With the recent abrupt resignation of our ARES DEC we are without 

someone to head up the ARES leadership in our County. I guess you could say that at 

present we don’t have an active ARES organization, at least not officially. I have heard 

nothing from the regional ARES folks so the mystery deepens at to what will happen 

“officially.” In the mean time we have taken steps to work directly with Glenda Chavez, 

our County Emergency Management Coordinator, whom I should mention has been 

extremely willing to work with us and seek our help for certain County activities. Glenda 

asked Charlie Lyon, NM5CL, to be the ham radio contingent’s Incident Commander for 

the August 29 Narrow Band Changeover activity during which time our County agencies 

will change from wide to narrow band transceivers. Our involvement is simply to act as 

back-up communications in the event something unexpected happens to the new 

transceivers and agencies can’t talk to each other. Charlie is doing a great job and has 

several of us volunteering to help in the effort. So listen to our 146.700 repeater between 

7:00 AM and 11:00 AM for a play-by-play of our involvement. 

 

The other item is whether we should continue to open the clubhouse on Saturday 

mornings. I really appreciate the Board members and Paul Ridley N5PR, volunteering to 

be there but our numbers have dwindled to the point that we seldom have more than 3 or 

4 taking the time to stop by. Perhaps we’ve all been so busy with summertime activity 

that spending part of a Saturday is not on the agenda. Perhaps this will change with the 

approach of fall and winter. We need your thoughts. 



Hope your summer is going well. See you at our August 28 General Meeting. 

▪▪▪▪▪▪ 

 

VCARA Monthly Meeting Notes for Tuesday, July 24, 2012  
 

 

Officers Meeting (Officers) 

1) Read & approved last officer meeting minutes. 

2) Reviewed proposed Memorandum of Understanding with ARES. Additional items are being 

considered and researched including liability insurance coverage.  

 

General Meeting 

1. Meeting was opened by the President, Cliff Pulis KE0CP with a welcome, call to order, 

and saluting flag. 

2. Attendees announce names & call-sign. The President welcomed our newest ham, Daniel 

Mioduszewski KF5RFR, who just pasted his Technician.  

3. The tower was taken down from the bank next door and separated into pieces. The top 

section and one other section are stored at the club house. Paul Ridley is storing the other 

pieces for the tower / antenna project. A crane helped take the tower down and cost 

$150.00 of the donation given for the project. Other money will be used for attachment to 

the building or for a base on the roof and other costs to get the project completed.   

4. There were no volunteers to have a Club table at Duke City Hamfest 

5. The President asked for Volunteers for the Christmas Party. Margette will call Lori Duffy 

KE5QFG who headed it last year. Charlotte Gaussoin KD5OHZ said a place should be 

arranged as soon as possible and preparations started.  

6. Secretary Margette  KF5MIQ reminded members that club dues are due. She will contact 

anyone who has not paid by the end of the month.  

i. Treasurer Chris W5CLG held drawing for connectors and they will also 

go toward the Christmas Party drawing for radios 

i. Cliff - KE0CP asked if members missed the newsletter. About 4 

members said yes. The information plus the President’s Column is being 

published as a Newsletter on the website and will continue in that format 

for now. 

7. Our next monthly meeting on September 25 will be a pot luck and barbeque starting at 

6:00 pm at the Clubhouse. Paul and John are bringing grills. 

8. ARES Update by Randy N5DAY 

Discussed radio operator needs for the Medical Supplies Distribution exercise on July 25 

and preparation for Narrow Band changeover day on Aug 29. Members wishing to work 

with ARES need certain on-line training. Randy can provide the details.  

9. The presentation was by Randy N5DAY about a recent fire near Socorro and the use of 

fire department and helicopter procedure for fighting the fire which required full 

containment.   

 

 

 


