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CONTESTING

Just remember SAFETY FIRST.
Do not attempt this in amobile as
asingle operator. Always use
someoneto logfor you or do the
driving!!!

Have you ever thought about
tryingto operatein acontest? But
thought you didn’t have achance
against the BIG GUNS, simply
because you don’t have abillion
watt amp. You don't need to have
an amp to havefun in aweekend
contest.

Gettingin on acontest is avery
good way to check out how good
your equipment is, and wha the
propagation is, so that you'll be
ableto makethat exotic DX
(foreign) contact. It is adso agood
way to gay familiar with your
equipment. Sothat if you are
cdled uponto help out inan
emergency youwon't haveto say
“wait aminutewhilel try to find
the manud for theradio. I’ m not
sure how to get this off UHF.”

Everyone has worked a couple
stations duringfield day aday
when dl the big guns are turned
off (wehope). Wedl try to make
lots of contacts, but fidd day isn’t
the only time of the year when
you can get on the air to make lots
of contacts, dl in one afternoon.
Given just about any Saturday
when youturn onyour HF radio
you can find lots of people on the
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ar calling” CQ contest CQ
contest” al you haveto doisgve
your cal sign when there is an
opening. A typicd contest CQ
will go somethinglikethis“CQ
contest thisis KD5ABC QRZ.”
And thenyou will heer W2ABC
inabigpileup. KD5ABC will
then acknowledge W2ABC and
say you are 59 into Albuquerque.
W2ABC will then say thank you
for the 59 you are 59 into New
York over thank you for the 59
QRZ.

Some of the signals heard can bea
bit confusing, when thereport will
say somethinglike, “you are
59175.” What this meansisthey
are 59 and their contact number is
175. Don't worry about tryingto
win the contest, jus have fun.

This author has worked acouple
contestswhile mobile where |
only had made 14 contacts. And
you never know whoyou will run
into on theair.

Duringthe New M exico QSO
Party contes, | was mobilein
Arizona Towardstheend of the
contest | heard aCQ contest cdl
on 40 meters and guess who was
on the other end? None other than
our very own former president
(who placed 3 “overal in the
contest) Mark WSWM H. Soyou
never know who you’ll meet on
thear. M aybeyouwill meet
someone who you'll makealong
term friendship with.

VALENCIA COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION page 1of 4



September 2009 Issue
Good luck on your next contest |
look forward to hopefully puting

you inmy log.
73 Richard KD5NTL

Events Calendar

Fri, Sept 10, 2009
G191 ICS Class, Carlsbad

New Mexico
See article.

Tues-Fi, Sept 15-18, 2009
G775 EOC Class, Carlsbad
New Mexico See article.

Wed, Sept 16, 2009 2pm
Village Inn, Los Lunas
Coffee Klatch

Bi-weekly unofficial meet.

Wed, Sept 16,2009 8pm
VCARA Net 146.700 mhz
See Net Operator schedule.

:

Tues, Sept 22,2009 7pm
VCARA Annual Pot Luck
Fellowship hal in Been.

| |

Wed, Sept 23, 2009 7:30pm
ARES Net 146.700 mhz
See Net Operator schedule.

Wed, Sept 23,2009 8pm
VCARA Net 146.700 mhz
See Net Operator schedule.

e

LICENSE CLASS
SCHEDULED TO
WRAP UP 2009

A VdenciaCounty Technician
license class is being planned for
December 28-30 (M onday -
Wednesday ) with license exams
scheduled duringthelast day.
While being promoted to scouts
and youth, it is expected some
adults will take advantage of the

class to earn thar first Ham ticket.

Enrollment will belimited to
about 20 students. The students
will bedivided into four groups
and the groups will rotate through
about adozen mini-cl asses.

Severd new wrinkles will be
added to this class to cement the
concepts in the gudents'
minds and to help prepare
them for their first
ventures into Amateur
Radio. One example of
this approach will beto
have asignificant on-the-
ar repedter

demonstration in

addition to the usud 'this
is what you need to know about
repeaters to pass the exam'
presentaion.

ParticipatingBoy Scouts will be
ableto earn their Radio M erit
Badge in conjunction with the
class.

If you are know folks who have
expressed an interest in getting a
Ham license, or of someyouth
groups who might beinterested in
taking advantage of this

opportunity, please pass aongthis
preiminary information.

Tentatively, further class
information is expected to be
released in early October.

Enrollment will be accepted from
youth for thefird month and then
opened to adults. It is expected
the class will quickly fill up. If
you areinterested in teaching or
otherwise helpingwith the class,
plesselet RAph (NM 5RC) (821-
7636, nm5rc@msn.com) know.

Let's see, 4 groups X 12 mini-
classes = 36 class presentations
plus five ‘wrinkles' = needinga
bunch of folks helpingwith the
effort. 73,

Ralph, NM5RC

ARRL SPONSORED
EVENT

October 18, 2009 — Duke City
Marathon.
Albuquerque area
amateurs have supported this
event for morethat 20 years. We
will need a substantial number of
volunteers to cover rest 0ps
adongthe course or to shadow race
officials. Further information see
www.dukecity marathon.com .

73, Ed Ricco N5LI

NM Dept of Homeland
Security & Emergency
Management
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The following are no-cost courses
Events Calendar that are currently being offered. G 400 Advanced I CS for
— continued Advanceregstration is required. ~ Command and General Staff
Course offered in Farmington,
G 191 Incident Command NM on November 19, 2009. For

System/ Emergency Operations information contact Felecia
%?gées ?rl? rt1 ,38(') 32 OL%Qn g;s)m Center (ICS/EOC) Interface KESHTYV at 505-476-9633 or
Coffee Klatch offered in Carlsbad, NM on Felecia.Schr eier @state.nm.us.

Bi-weekly unofficial meet. September 10, 2009. For
information contact Felecia

KESHTV a 505-476-9633 or
Wed, Sept 30,2009 8pm Felecia Schrel er@state.nm.us.
VCARA Net 146.700 mhz
See Net Operator schedule. G 775 Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) Management and
el G 2000 Ga Operations Course offered in
VCARA Net - 146.700 mhz fg”zsotgag’ ';'M on September 15 -
See Net Operator schedule. , 2009. or information contact
Felecia KESHTV at 505-476-9633
or Felecia.Schrel er @state.nm.us

Wed, Oct 14,2009 2pm

Village Inn, Los Lunas - .
Coffee Klatch G 300 I ntermediate | CS for

Expanding | nci dents offered

in Aztec, NM on November 16
—18, 2009. For information:

Wed, Oct 14, 2009 8pm Fdecia KEBHTV at 505-476-9633
VCARA Net 146.700 mhz or Felecia.Schrei er @state.nm.us.
See Net Operator schedule.

Bi-weekly unofficial meet.

Sun, Oct 18, 2009 TBA
Duke City Marathon
See article.

Wed, Oct 21, 2009 8pm
VCARA Net 146.700 mhz
See Net Operator schedule.

Wed, Oct 28, 2009 2pm
Village Inn, Los Lunas
Coffee Klatch

Bi-weekly unofficial meet.

Wed, Oct 28, 2009 8pm
VCARA Net 146.700 mhz
See Net Operator schedule.




KC50UR Repeater &

Net Operators
Every Wednesday at 8pm

VHF repeater - 146.700 MHz

Negetive 600 KHz, 100 Hz tone
UHF repeater —442.700 MHz

Positive 5M Hz & 100 Hz tone

Sept 9 —NM5RC Raph Clark
Sept 16 — K5EM H Goose G.
Sept 23-K5WMH Mark H.
Sept 30 — KD5UJR Russ Hunt
Oct 7—KD5UJQ ElviraHunt
Oct 14 —N5PR Paul Ridley

If you can't run the NET when
scheduled, please find some-

one to take your turn

VCARA Club

Contacts
Officers

President: Chris Gillespie
W5CSG 869-4303
csgillespie@msn.com

Vice President: Jim Duffy
KE5NIC 864-3297
jduffy357@yahoo.com

Secretary: Dawn Torres
KE5LZZ 866-5366
ajdltorres@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Christine Gillespie
W5CLG 8694303
csgillespie@msn.com

Board Member: Mark Halliburton

K5WMH 861-1288
wmhallib@juno.com

Repeater: Chairperson John
Erni WA5VJY 865-8226
waSvjy@yahoo.com

ARES: Joyce Rumschiag
KD5IAI Valencia County
ARES Emergency
Coordinator & RACES
Officer 865-5246
clrwksnm@aol.com

Club Website:
www .gsl.net/kc5our

Webmaster: Chris Gillespie
W5CSG 869-4303
csgillespie@msn.com

Newsletter: Mailed 10 days
before meetings.

Editor: Elvira Hunt
KD5UJQ 864-4051

maistre@juno.com

It is not the class of license that the Amateur holds,
but the class of the Amateur that holds the license.
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